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Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes

not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the

story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's

Mistress dcii.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and

trappings rich bedight..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..(Conclusion).Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he

signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner

of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage

interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I

fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king!

Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..92.

The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not

who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but

found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he

went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him.

[Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite

the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He

will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their

place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him,

[returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth

he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew

up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were

bounty and kindness of the king.'.So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth

my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art
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heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter."

Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and

comfort thy heart.".Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned,

and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might

and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on

him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she

was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her.

So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the

door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor

knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii."There was once a man,

a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God

the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the

kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent,

he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not

consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return.

Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..So they made ready

his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the

[capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as

befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as

beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and

despair..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me

than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me.

Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I

am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou

wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And

my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an

excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy

business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the

quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man

replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How

knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou

beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and

were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what

was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to

death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to

kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the

way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone

round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.63. Haroun er Reshid and the

Two Girls dcli.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the

gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!'

And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she

entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was

lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and

silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night,

when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered

he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the

Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my

neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that

they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of
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them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of

the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".The season of my presence is never at an

end, ii. 246..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had

from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress

and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all

their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.The Ninth Day.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's

Third Brother xxxii.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters,

Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without

relent..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging

and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much

longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he

summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He

bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and

sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she

came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes.

Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and

despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till

they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..? ? ?

? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right

and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the

shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and

we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most

High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..The kings of the Jinn

were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes,

saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And

Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.107.

Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us,

for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged

in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for

eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and

discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women;

and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya

and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii
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